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hostility to England. Romanism and national-
ism became close allies in Ireland for a series of
reasons which even this short outline of Irish
history makes clear. The Irish Parliament was
barred to Catholics, as were the law and the
church, and practically all positions of trust and
emolument, while under Anne and George the
First, the rights of the Irish Parliament were
still further mutilated.

The Protestant Parliament of 1695-1709
passed a series of penal laws against Catholics
which for well-nigh two centuries kept the land
in a turmoil of suspicion, denunciation and syco-
phancy. "The law does not suppose any such
person to exist as an Irish Roman Catholic/'
said a certain Lord Chancellor. An Irish Cath-
olic might not act as a teacher under pain of
banishment, and under pain of death if he re-
turned from banishment. Their children could
be educated only by Protestants. They could
not hold property in land or take land on lease
for a longer term than thirty years. They were
forbidden to carry arms. They could not act as
guardians of their own children, or marry a
Protestant wife, or inherit an estate from a
Protestant relative. The law of primogeniture
was abrogated in the case of a Catholic so that
his property might the more easily be distributed*